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​War, Justice & the Christian​
​Conscience​

​What Does the Bible Actually Say About Military Conflict?​

​"There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens...​
​a time for war and a time for peace."​

​— Ecclesiastes 3:1, 8 (ESV)​

​Introduction​
​As believers who engage in digital ministry, we will inevitably encounter questions about​
​war, violence, and military conflict. These conversations have become especially urgent​
​in recent months as global tensions escalate, military operations dominate the news​
​cycle, and social media fills with passionate opinions from every direction.​

​During a recent stream, the community began discussing ongoing military operations in​
​the Middle East. The comments and questions ranged widely: “Are there any Christians​
​who think this is okay?” “How can you follow Jesus and support war?” “Isn’t this​
​genocide?” On the other side: “War is all over the Bible. God commanded it. What’s the​
​problem?”​

​These are not easy questions, and they deserve more than a social media hot take. They​
​deserve Scripture.​

​This document is not a political statement. It is not an endorsement of any particular​
​military operation, administration, or political party. It is an attempt to lay out what the​
​Bible actually teaches about war, justice, the role of government, and how Christians​
​should think about military conflict.. with honesty, humility, and a commitment to​
​letting Scripture speak rather than forcing it to say what we want it to say.​

​Killing and Murder: A Critical Distinction​
​One of the most important and most frequently misunderstood biblical concepts in this​
​conversation is the sixth commandment. Most English speakers know it as “Thou shalt​
​not kill.” But that translation, while familiar, obscures a critical distinction in the​
​original Hebrew.​

​The Hebrew word used in Exodus 20:13 is​​ratsach​​. This word refers specifically​
​to unlawful, premeditated, or unjust killing.. what we would call murder. It is not a​
​blanket prohibition against all taking of human life. If it were, the Old Testament would​
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​immediately contradict itself, because the same God who gave the sixth commandment​
​also commanded Israel to go to war, authorized capital punishment, and empowered​
​judges to execute justice.​

​Other Hebrew words for killing—such as​​harag​​(to slay,​​used of warfare and execution)​
​and​​nakah​​(to strike down)—are used throughout the​​Old Testament in contexts that​
​God explicitly authorized. These are categorically different from​​ratsach​​.​

​This is not a technicality or a loophole. It is a foundational distinction that the biblical​
​authors made intentionally. Murder, which is the unjust, unauthorized taking of human​
​life.. is always sinful. But killing in the context of warfare, self-defense, or the execution​
​of justice is treated as a separate category throughout Scripture. Understanding this​
​distinction is essential to any honest conversation about what the Bible says about war.​

​Exodus 20:13 (ESV)​​—​​"You shall not murder."​

​Modern translations like the ESV, NASB, NIV, and CSB all correctly render this as​
​“murder” rather than “kill,” reflecting the meaning of the original Hebrew.​

​War in Scripture: The Full Picture​
​Anyone who claims the Bible is anti-war has not read the Bible carefully. War is present​
​from Genesis to Revelation. God commanded wars, empowered warriors, and used​
​military conflict as an instrument of His purposes throughout the Old Testament. At the​
​same time, Scripture consistently grieves the reality of war and looks forward to a day​
​when it will cease entirely.​

​Both of those things are true simultaneously, and holding them in tension is essential.​

​God Commanded and Directed Wars​
​Throughout the Old Testament, God explicitly commanded Israel to engage in military​
​conflict. These were not rogue operations or sinful human impulses, they were divine​
​directives.​

​•​ ​The conquest of Canaan​​— God commanded Joshua to lead​​Israel into the​
​Promised Land and drive out the nations there (Joshua 1:1–9). This was framed​
​as divine judgment on nations whose sin had reached a point of no return​
​(Genesis 15:16; Deuteronomy 9:4–5).​

​•​ ​David’s wars​​— David is described as a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel​
​13:14), and he was a warrior who fought numerous battles with God’s explicit​
​blessing and guidance (1 Samuel 17; 2 Samuel 5:19–25).​

​forgebiblebot.com​ ​Page​​2​

https://forgebiblebot.com/


​ForgedByGrace7​ ​A Ministry Resource​

​•​ ​God as Warrior​​— Scripture describes God Himself in military terms. Exodus​
​15:3 declares, “The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name.” This is not​
​metaphorical, it is a direct statement about God’s character.​

​Exodus 15:3 (ESV)​​—​​"The LORD is a man of war; the​​LORD is his name."​

​Warriors Honored in Scripture​
​The Bible does not treat soldiers and warriors as morally compromised. Quite the​
​opposite. Hebrews 11, the great “faith hall of fame,” includes warriors who “conquered​
​kingdoms” and “became mighty in war” (Hebrews 11:33–34). Deborah led Israel to​
​military victory and was praised for it (Judges 4–5). The centurion in Matthew 8 was​
​commended by Jesus for having greater faith than anyone in Israel.. and Jesus never​
​told him to leave the military.​

​When soldiers came to John the Baptist asking what they should do, John did not tell​
​them to stop being soldiers. He told them to stop extorting people and to be content​
​with their wages (Luke 3:14). The role of soldier was not condemned; the abuse of that​
​role was.​

​Scripture Also Grieves War​
​It would be dishonest to present the biblical picture of war without acknowledging that​
​Scripture also treats it as a consequence of a fallen world—something that exists because​
​of sin, not because of God’s original design.​

​Isaiah 2:4 (ESV)​​—​​"He shall judge between the nations,​​and shall decide disputes for​
​many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into​
​pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn​
​war anymore."​

​This is a vision of the age to come, the Kingdom fully realized. War exists now, in this​
​fallen age. But it will not exist forever. Christians should never​​celebrate​​war as a good​
​thing in itself. It is, at best, a necessary response to evil in a broken world. The day is​
​coming when it will be abolished entirely, and that is the day we long for.​

​Government, Authority, and the Sword​
​One of the most important passages for this conversation is Romans 13:1–7, where Paul​
​addresses the role of governing authorities.​

​Romans 13:1, 4 (ESV)​​—​​"Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.​
​For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by​
​God... For he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does​
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​not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out​
​God’s wrath on the wrongdoer."​

​Several things are worth noting here:​

​•​ ​God establishes governing authorities.​​This does not​​mean every​
​government is righteous or that every leader is godly. It means that the​
​institution of government itself is part of God’s design for maintaining order in a​
​fallen world.​

​•​ ​The sword is not symbolic.​​The “sword” Paul references is the power to use​
​force; including lethal force, to execute justice and restrain evil. This includes​
​military action.​

​•​ ​Government is described as God’s servant.​​Even pagan​​Rome, under​
​which Paul wrote these words, was described as serving God’s purposes in​
​restraining evil. This is remarkable and should shape how we think about the role​
​of government in executing justice, even imperfectly.​

​This does not mean governments are always right. It does not mean every military​
​action is justified. It means the​​institution​​of government​​bearing the sword against evil​
​is part of God’s design for this present age. Christians can and should hold their​
​governments accountable to use that authority justly, but the authority itself is​
​God-given.​

​Just War: A Framework for Thinking Biblically​
​Throughout church history, Christians have wrestled with how to determine whether a​
​particular war is justified. This wrestling produced what is known as “Just War Theory,”​
​a framework rooted in the writings of Augustine of Hippo (4th century) and later​
​developed by Thomas Aquinas (13th century). While the term is academic, the principles​
​are deeply biblical.​

​Just War Theory holds that war can be morally permissible when it meets certain​
​criteria. These are not arbitrary rules, they are drawn from the principles of justice,​
​proportionality, and the protection of innocent life that run throughout Scripture.​

​Just Cause​
​War must be waged for a just reason: defending the innocent, stopping an aggressor, or​
​responding to a grave injustice. Wars of conquest, revenge, or economic gain do not​
​meet this standard. Proverbs 31:8–9 calls us to “open your mouth for the mute, for the​
​rights of all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of​
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​the poor and needy.” When a regime is murdering its own people, sponsoring terrorism,​
​and threatening international stability, there is a biblical case for intervention.​

​Legitimate Authority​
​War must be authorized by a legitimate governing authority.. not by vigilantes, private​
​armies, or individuals acting on personal grievance. This aligns directly with Romans 13.​
​The sword belongs to the governing authority, not to private citizens.​

​Right Intention​
​The goal must be the restoration of peace and justice.. not domination, humiliation, or​
​the destruction of a people. The intent behind the war matters. Vengeance belongs to​
​the Lord (Romans 12:19), and a war fought for revenge rather than for justice has​
​crossed a line.​

​Proportionality​
​The response must be proportional to the threat. Using overwhelming force to destroy​
​civilian infrastructure, cripple a civilian population, or inflict suffering beyond what is​
​necessary to achieve the just objective is not consistent with biblical justice. This is​
​where Christians need to pay careful attention to the specifics of any military​
​operation—not just whether the cause is just, but whether the conduct is proportional.​

​Discrimination Between Combatants and Civilians​
​Every person; including every Iranian citizen, every enemy combatant, every person on​
​every side of every conflict, is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). That does not​
​mean force can never be used, but it means that deliberate targeting of civilians is never​
​justified. Proverbs 6:16–17 lists “hands that shed innocent blood” among the things the​
​Lord hates. A wicked regime does not make its civilian population legitimate targets.​

​Last Resort​
​War should only be pursued after all reasonable diplomatic and peaceful alternatives​
​have been exhausted. Romans 12:18 says, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live​
​peaceably with all.” The qualifier “​​if possible​​” acknowledges that peace is not always​
​achievable, but we must make every genuine effort before resorting to violence.​

​Blessed Are the Peacemakers​
​One of the most frequently cited verses in this conversation is Matthew 5:9: “Blessed are​
​the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” This verse is often used to argue​
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​that Christians must be pacifists, that any support for military action is incompatible​
​with following Jesus.​

​But this is an incomplete reading. Biblical peacemaking is not the same as​
​peace-at-all-costs. Peace in Scripture is not merely the absence of conflict; it is the​
​presence of justice and righteousness. A “peace” that allows the innocent to be​
​slaughtered while the powerful do nothing is not biblical peace, it is complicity.​

​Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem with a sword in one hand and a trowel in the​
​other (Nehemiah 4:17–18). He was both a builder and a defender. Jesus Himself drove​
​the money changers from the temple with a whip (John 2:15). He was not passive in the​
​face of injustice.​

​True peacemaking sometimes requires confrontation. It sometimes requires force. It​
​sometimes requires standing between the oppressor and the oppressed and saying “no​
​more.” The goal is always peace, but the path to peace sometimes runs through conflict.​
​The question is whether the conflict is pursued justly, with the right heart, and toward​
​the right end.​

​Praying for Leaders, Even Imperfect Ones​
​Here is a tension every Christian needs to hold: God establishes governing authorities​
​(Romans 13:1), and those authorities are sinful human beings who will not always act​
​wisely, speak graciously, or make perfect decisions.​

​Every president, every general, every world leader is a human being with a sin nature.​
​They will say things poorly. They will make mistakes. Their rhetoric may be​
​inflammatory, unwise, or even reckless. This does not automatically mean their actions​
​are unjust, and it does not automatically mean they are justified either. We need wisdom​
​and discernment to separate the substance of a decision from the manner in which it is​
​communicated.​

​Scripture does not give us the option of ignoring our leaders or dismissing them. It​
​commands us to pray for them.​

​1 Timothy 2:1–2 (ESV)​​—​​"First of all, then, I urge​​that supplications, prayers,​
​intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in​
​high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every​
​way."​

​Notice Paul wrote this under the Roman Empire, a government that would eventually​
​execute him. He did not say “pray for leaders you agree with.” He said pray for​​all​​who​
​are in high positions. This is not optional. It is a command.​
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​We should pray for wisdom in decision-making. We should pray for restraint where​
​restraint is needed. We should pray for courage where courage is needed. We should​
​pray for the protection of innocent life on all sides. And we should pray for God’s​
​sovereignty to be displayed even through the decisions of imperfect leaders.​

​Healthy Tensions: What Christians Can Hold​
​Simultaneously​
​One of the marks of mature faith is the ability to hold truths in tension without​
​collapsing into one extreme or the other. This topic is full of these tensions, and that is​
​okay. In fact, it is healthy. Here are several that Christians can and should hold at the​
​same time:​

​•​ ​A regime can be genuinely evil AND its civilian population can be​
​genuinely innocent.​​Confronting the regime may be​​just while targeting​
​civilians is not.​

​•​ ​War can be biblically justified AND still grievous.​​Just because something​
​is permissible does not mean it should be celebrated. War always involves​
​suffering, loss, and death. We can support a just cause while mourning the cost.​

​•​ ​A leader can make a right decision AND communicate it poorly.​​All​
​leaders are sinners. We can critique rhetoric without dismissing the underlying​
​action, and we can support an action without endorsing every word spoken about​
​it.​

​•​ ​God is sovereign over all nations AND humans bear moral​
​responsibility for their choices.​​God’s sovereignty​​does not excuse unjust​
​actions. Leaders will give an account for how they wielded authority (James 3:1).​

​•​ ​We can support our troops AND grieve the reality of war.​​Honoring the​
​men and women who serve does not require us to celebrate every conflict they are​
​sent into. Love for the warrior and grief over war are not contradictory.​

​•​ ​We are called to love our enemies AND protect the innocent.​​These are​
​both commands from Jesus. Loving an enemy does not mean allowing them to​
​murder the innocent unchallenged. Sometimes love for the oppressed requires​
​force against the oppressor.​

​Humility About What We Don’t Know​
​This may be the most important section of this document. Every single piece of​
​information we receive about a military conflict is filtered. It is filtered through media​
​organizations with their own editorial perspectives, through governments with their​
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​own narratives to protect, through social media algorithms designed to amplify outrage,​
​and through our own biases and assumptions.​

​Proverbs 18:17 (ESV)​​—​​"The one who states his case​​first seems right, until the​
​other comes and examines him."​

​We do not have intelligence briefings. We do not know the full diplomatic history​
​behind closed doors. We do not see the classified threat assessments. We are making​
​judgments based on incomplete, filtered, often sensationalized information.. and we​
​should have the humility to acknowledge that.​

​This does not mean we cannot have opinions or convictions. It means we should hold​
​those convictions with appropriate humility, recognizing that we are seeing through a​
​glass dimly (1 Corinthians 13:12). Dogmatic certainty about complex geopolitical​
​situations, based on social media posts and cable news, is not wisdom.. it is arrogance​
​wearing a costume.​

​As Christians, our ultimate confidence is not in any government, military, or political​
​leader. Our confidence is in the sovereignty of God, who holds all of history in His hands​
​and will ultimately bring perfect justice, justice that no human institution is capable of​
​delivering fully.​

​God Is Sovereign Over All of It​
​Above every president, every military commander, every regime, and every conflict​
​stands the sovereign God of the universe. He is not wringing His hands. He is not caught​
​off guard. He is not hoping things work out.​

​Daniel 2:21 (ESV)​​—​​"He changes times and seasons;​​he removes kings and sets up​
​kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding."​

​Proverbs 21:1 (ESV)​​—​​"The king’s heart is a stream​​of water in the hand of the​
​LORD; he turns it wherever he will."​

​Isaiah 46:10 (ESV)​​—​​"Declaring the end from the beginning​​and from ancient times​
​things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my​
​purpose.’"​

​God raises up nations and brings them down. He uses the decisions of human leaders;​
​both righteous and unrighteous, to accomplish His purposes. This does not excuse​
​human sin or unjust actions, but it does mean that nothing happening in the world is​
​outside of His sovereign control.​
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​For the Christian, this is the foundation of our peace. Not that the world is safe, it clearly​
​is not. Not that our leaders are perfect, they clearly are not. But that the God who holds​
​the universe in His hands is good, He is just, He is sovereign, and He will have the final​
​word.​

​How to Respond in Ministry​
​When this conversation comes up in your stream, your Discord, or your online​
​community; and it will, here are some practical guidelines for navigating it with grace​
​and truth:​

​•​ ​Don’t dismiss the question.​​When someone asks “How​​can Christians​
​support war?” they may be genuinely wrestling with a hard tension. Meet them​
​with Scripture, not with a hot take.​

​•​ ​Teach the kill vs. murder distinction.​​Most people​​have never been taught​
​this. The Hebrew distinction between​​ratsach​​and​​harag​​is foundational and​
​helps people understand that Scripture is more nuanced than a bumper sticker.​

​•​ ​Acknowledge the real tensions.​​Don’t pretend this​​is simple. It is not.​
​Faithful Christians have wrestled with these questions for two thousand years.​
​Honesty about complexity builds trust.​

​•​ ​Avoid dehumanizing language.​​Every person in every​​nation bears the image​
​of God. We can confront evil regimes without dehumanizing the people living​
​under them. Guard your words carefully.​

​•​ ​Point people to God’s sovereignty.​​When anxiety rises​​about world events,​
​the most powerful thing you can do is point people back to the God who holds it​
​all. Our hope is not in governments or armies. Our hope is in Christ.​

​•​ ​Don’t make it partisan.​​The Bible does not belong​​to a political party.​
​Christians can have different perspectives on specific military operations while​
​agreeing on the biblical principles that should guide our thinking. Keep the​
​conversation anchored in Scripture, not in politics.​

​•​ ​Pray publicly.​​When these topics come up on stream or in your community,​
​take time to pray. Pray for leaders, pray for civilians, pray for soldiers, pray for​
​wisdom, pray for peace. Let your community see that your first response to crisis​
​is not outrage, it is prayer.​
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​What NOT to Do​

​Don’t Treat War as Entertainment​
​Social media has a way of turning real human suffering into content. Cheering for the​
​destruction of a nation like it’s a football game is not a Christ-like posture. Real people​
​are dying. Real families are being torn apart. Real children are losing their parents. You​
​can believe a military operation is justified while still grieving the human cost. If your​
​response to war is excitement rather than sober gratitude that evil is being confronted,​
​something has gone wrong in your heart.​

​Don’t Claim to Know God’s Specific Will for Geopolitics​
​Be very cautious about claiming that a specific military operation is “God’s will” or that a​
​particular leader is God’s chosen instrument for this exact purpose. God is sovereign​
​over all things, yes. But claiming specific prophetic knowledge about current events is a​
​dangerous road that Scripture warns us about. Test everything (1 Thessalonians 5:21).​
​Hold your geopolitical opinions with open hands.​

​Don’t Ignore the Image of God in Your “Enemies”​
​Iranian citizens are made in the image of God. Afghan civilians are made in the image of​
​God. The person in your chat who disagrees with you about this topic is made in the​
​image of God. The moment we start viewing entire populations as expendable, we have​
​departed from a biblical worldview. Confront evil? Yes. Dehumanize people? Never.​

​Don’t Let Anxiety Replace Trust​
​World events can be terrifying. But Jesus told us plainly: “You will hear of wars and​
​rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not​
​yet” (Matthew 24:6). This is not a call to apathy. It is a call to trust. The God who holds​
​the universe is not panicking, and neither should we.​

​A Note About Christians Disagreeing​
​Faithful, Bible-believing Christians will land in different places on specific military​
​conflicts. Some will lean toward pacifism. Some will lean toward a strong just war​
​position. Some will fall somewhere in between. That is okay.​

​What is not okay is questioning someone’s salvation or maturity because they hold a​
​different position on a geopolitical question that Scripture does not directly address. The​
​Bible gives us principles.. justice, mercy, the value of human life, the role of government,​
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​the sovereignty of God.. but it does not give us a position paper on every specific military​
​operation in 2026 or beyond.​

​Extend grace to your brothers and sisters who see this differently than you do. Engage​
​with their reasoning. Point to Scripture. And remember that our unity is found in Christ,​
​not in political alignment.​

​Romans 14:1 (ESV)​​—​​"As for the one who is weak in​​faith, welcome him, but not to​
​quarrel over opinions."​

​The Bottom Line​
​War is not inherently sinful. Scripture makes that clear. But neither is it something to​
​celebrate or pursue lightly. It is a heavy, grievous reality of life in a fallen world.. a world​
​where evil regimes oppress the innocent, where justice sometimes requires force, and​
​where imperfect leaders must make impossible decisions.​

​As Christians, our job is not to have a perfect political position on every conflict. Our job​
​is to:​

​•​ ​Ground our thinking in Scripture, not in cable news or social media​

​•​ ​Pray for our leaders, even when we disagree with them​

​•​ ​Uphold the image of God in every human being, including our enemies​

​•​ ​Hold our opinions with humility, recognizing what we do not know​

​•​ ​Trust in the sovereignty of God above all earthly powers​

​•​ ​Point people to Jesus, who is the Prince of Peace and the only source of true,​
​lasting peace​

​The world is watching how Christians respond to crises. Let them see people who are​
​thoughtful, not reactive. People who grieve suffering, not celebrate it. People who trust​
​God, not panic. People who engage with complexity, not reduce everything to slogans.​

​And above all, let them see people who point to Jesus, the only King whose reign will​
​bring the peace that every human heart longs for.​

​Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)​​—​​"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the​
​government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful​
​Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."​
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​Key Scripture References​
​•​ ​Exodus 20:13​​— “You shall not murder” (​​ratsach​​, distinct from killing in​

​warfare)​

​•​ ​Ecclesiastes 3:1, 8​​— A time for war and a time for​​peace​

​•​ ​Romans 13:1–7​​— Government as God’s servant, bearing the sword​

​•​ ​1 Timothy 2:1–2​​— Pray for kings and all in high positions​

​•​ ​Daniel 2:21​​— God removes and sets up kings​

​•​ ​Proverbs 21:1​​— The king’s heart is in the hand of​​the LORD​

​•​ ​Isaiah 2:4​​— Swords into plowshares—the future hope​

​•​ ​Matthew 5:9​​— Blessed are the peacemakers​

​•​ ​Matthew 24:6​​— Wars and rumors of wars—do not be alarmed​

​•​ ​Romans 12:18–19​​— Live peaceably; vengeance belongs​​to the Lord​

​•​ ​Proverbs 18:17​​— Hear both sides before judging​

​•​ ​Proverbs 31:8–9​​— Speak up for those who cannot speak​​for themselves​

​•​ ​Genesis 1:27​​— Every human made in the image of God​

​•​ ​Proverbs 6:16–17​​— The LORD hates hands that shed​​innocent blood​

​•​ ​Isaiah 9:6​​— The Prince of Peace​

​•​ ​Isaiah 46:10​​— God’s counsel shall stand​

​•​ ​Luke 3:14​​— John the Baptist’s instructions to soldiers​

​•​ ​Hebrews 11:33–34​​— Heroes of faith who were mighty​​in war​

​•​ ​Exodus 15:3​​— The LORD is a man of war​

​This resource was born from a real conversation in digital ministry.​
​“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” — Proverbs 27:17​
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